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Praising

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace. Luke 2: 14, NIV

Palm Sunday

Peace in Heaven and glory in the highest!  Luke 19:38, NIV

This day is bookended in praise.  At Christmas we remembered the praise the angels sang to the shepherds when they announced Jesus’ birth.  Today we remember how the Jerusalem crowd took over these prophetic words as they welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem.  Both record special events in the highest heaven—that God was working in the world He created to bring His people back to Him.  The peace promised to earth has been made in Heaven, though it has not yet come fully to earth.  For that we still pray!  

However, it is our responsibility to take these declarations and do our part to make them true in our hearts so that they can be made true around us. We live knowing Jesus has already received the praise of heaven.  We live asking God to use us to bring His peace to earth. Until it happens, we do not withhold our praise as we live in between.

How will you combine the angel announcement with Palm Sunday praise today? _________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________


Uncensored

When the chief priest and the teachers of the law saw the

Mon., Mar. 29
wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple 



area: “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant.  “Do 




you hear what these children are saying?” Matthew 21: 15-16, NIV

Do you realize that children became part of a fulfilled prophecy? Children--stubborn, cute, not-so-cute, mischievous children fulfilled prophecy because they openly praised Jesus in the Temple.  From the mouths of babes, as one translation puts it they repeated the Messiah song.  While their parents praised Jesus outside, the children weren’t afraid to bring their praise inside the Temple where no one else was praising Jesus.

Did they know what they were saying?  Maybe.  Maybe not.  Did God use what they were saying?  Definitely. Their young, innocent voices got the priests tangled in their tassels.  Here is where childlike oblivion puts us to shame.  We need to recover their abandon.  We need to learn to declare our faith boldly with their innocence and passion.  Can we?

Where can you share your unforced and unscripted faith?  ______________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________


Betrayed

Judas went to the leading priests and asked, “What are you willing Tues., Mar. 30
to give me if I hand him over to you?”  So they counted out for 



him thirty silver coins. Matthew 26:14, NIV





[Judas] consented. Luke 22:6, NIV

Jesus came into a world where betrayal had been a profession.  The Jews had betrayed God’s original design over and over.  The Pharisees had betrayed the very character of God with their legalism and arrogance.  Judas simply followed a long line of betrayers.

Betrayal is the ultimate rejection.  It implies that there has been a heartless and possibly reckless breach of trust.  Betrayers always have their reasons.  However, none of them ever make sense to the betrayed.  

We still live in a world of betrayers.  It isn’t always our job to call them out.  It is always our responsibility not to become one of them.

What attitudes make you vulnerable to betraying who God is?  What attitudes strengthen you against betrayal? _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Praying

I pray also for those who will believe in me . . .  protect them by Wed., Mar 31
the power of your name . . . Sanctify them by the truth. 




John 17:20, 11, 13, 15, 17, NIV

We are part of the group Jesus refered to as those who will believe.  Jesus prayed for us.  And what does he pray?  He prays for our spiritual protection.  He prays for us to be sanctified—set aside—for truth.  

This is a good time to review Jesus’ prayer for us and ask how we are we answering his prayer?  

Where do you see evidence of God’s spiritual protection and sanctification?  How is your life an answer to Jesus’ prayer? ________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________


Arrested

They bound him and brought him first to Annas . . Then Annas Thurs., Apr. 1
 sent him, still bound, to Caiphas. . . . Then the Jews led Jesus . . . to 


. . . Pilate.
John 18:12, 24, 28, NIV

I saw the holding cell where they think Jesus spent a short night in between trials.  It was standing room only.  Barely more than a pit.  I’ve studied the progression of this cruel night hour by hour.  Jesus was sleep deprived, probably had little if anything to eat or drink, bleeding, and in pain.  Absolutely no creature comforts.  What he went through would make the strongest criminal break.  And Jesus was innocent.

Jesus was arrested, but not stopped.  The power of love and opportunity he shared in his unlawful trials challenges our best attempts at perseverance. That’s where we see the power of pure, unfailing love.  When the worst that this world can do tried to stamp out the best God gave, Jesus remained steadfastly committed to the love and mission of His Father.  Nothing could stop him. So why is it easy to find reasons to support what we can’t do for Jesus?

Write your prayer to be as unstoppable for Jesus as he was for you. __________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________


Pierced

But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, Good Friday

they did not break his legs.  Instead, 
one of the soldiers pierced 



Jesus’ side with a spear. John 19:33-34, NIV




He was pierced for our rebellion.  Isaiah 53:5, NLT

What could a sword do to a dead man that had not already been done?  It was another atrocity inflicted on this Word made flesh.  We protest the indecency, the unfairness, the injustice.  But it does not remove our guilt in everything that happened that Friday. We may not have thrust the sword or driven the nails, but every self-willed choice did it for us. 

We need to sit before this ugly scene that turns our stomach until it turns our heart with humble gratitude.  We need to see our sin holding the sword, our will hammering the nails.  We need to stop any trivializing our individual part in this scene.  For we cannot thank God with the right spirit until we know that we have been rescued from a cruel death that would have hidden God from us.  The chasm that sin dug between us and God has a bridge.  That bridge is Jesus.  He is our very life.  We can take no other way to God.

Hold a nail in your hands.  Feel the tip.  Thank Jesus in a new and deeper way that He was pierced in place of you. ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


Dark


In the beginning . . . darkness was over the surface of 

Dark Saturday
the deep and the Spirit of God was hovering.  Gen. 1:1,2, NIV

There is nothing written about this day between the crucifixion and resurrection.  It was a day for hiding, staying low.  It resembles the time before creation when darkness and chaos covered the world, and the Spirit of God was hovering.
Hovering.  Staying close.  Hidden but present.  Hovering is the in between waiting before surgery is over, before an answer comes.  It’s the waiting room where life stops even when clocks do not.

Where God hovers, something new will come.  We need to remember this when we wait. We need to remember that God hovers close by.  His silence doesn’t mean there will be no answer.  It means it isn’t time for the answer He is preparing.  Never underestimate the gift of God’s hovering.

Where have you been aware of God’s hovering?  What difference did it make?  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________


Light


In him was life . . . the light of men.  The light shines in the

Easter Sunday
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  John 1:4,5. NIV

Light dawned on Easter.  It was a sunrise for the ages.  For the rest of time, people all over the world would celebrate the power of this revolutionary Light.  Light walked out of a dark tomb never to be bound again.  

Jesus, himself, was that Light.  He still is the only true, revealing Light that uncovers every lie, sees every secret, and knows every thought.  But His Light is not a condemning light.  He reveals what can be transformed.  

Light has come.  That’s what we celebrate this Easter.  There is no darkness that can put this light out. No war, no election, no pandemic, nothing can put out the Light that walked out of a tomb on this Resurrection day.  Today, we see Jesus as the Light of the whole world, and the very necessary Light in ours.

What enlightens your heart as you contemplate Jesus as the Light in your world of family and friends?  _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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